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HIRKHEAD  ASKS 
FEDERAL  BUREAU 
OF  PROPAGANDA 


L  M.  Birkhesd,  executive  secretary 
and  *.it  sparkplug  of  “Friend*  of 
Demc-i  wy"  whose  publication*  have 
long  called  patriotic  American*  “native 
faaebu,"  ha*  now  come  up  with  a  pro¬ 
posal  which  would  be  acceptable  either 
to  real  fascist*  or  to  communist*,  but 
hardly  to  real  Americana.  He  advocate* 
establishment  of  a  vast  federal  propa¬ 
ganda  organization.  Representing  him¬ 
self  as  talcing  the  middle  of  the  road 
between  Communism  and  Fascism,  be 
said  in  The  Christian  Register,  for 
September: 

"A  short  time  ago,  I  wrote  President 
Truman  urging  that  the  Chief  Execu¬ 
tive  propose  the  establishment  of  an 
effective,  democratic  Information  and 
Propaganda  Department  within  the  gov- 
finment  to  corah* l  and  counteract  the 
propaganda  efforts  of  the  extremists.” 

Though  admitting  that  “propaganda 
can  be  the  tricky,  dangerous  instrument 
of  evil,"  Birkhesd  envisaged  a  Foderal 
propaganda  agency  which  would  sell  ita 
brand  of  "democracy”  to  the  American 
peopir  “with  hundreds  of  million*  an¬ 
nually  at  its  disposal.”  He  laid  that 
“Private  Enterprise  today  is  performing 
the  task  in  a  necessarily  limited  way. 


If  Amrnca  is  to  take  this  long  step 
toward  totalitarianism  in  the  name  of 
“democracy,"  observer*  were  quick  to 
point  out,  we  shall  need  an  American 
Joe  Goebbela  to  head  it  up.  And  who 
could  fill  the  job  better,  they  asked, 
than  the  author  of  the  Great  Proposal 
himself? 


Wiiat  You  Caw  Do 
Write  President  Truman  yourself, 
telling  him  what  you  think  of  the  pro¬ 
posal  to  ope  Nazi  Germany  and  Com¬ 
munist  Ruse  La  by  establishing  an  “In¬ 
formation  and  Propaganda 'Department 
within  the  government." 


Acttan  Report 

will  be  published  the  fifteenth 
of  each  month.  If  you  wish 
extra  copies  we  shall  be  glad  to 
•end  them  on  request.  Two 
copies  free,  10  for  25c,  SO  for 


Sfoeuud  6k  t4c  7&6kcC  .  .  . 

What  is  behind  the  announcement  that  the  American  Communist  Party  will  ool 
formally  affiliate  with  the  the  new  “Cominform" — the  out-from-biding  Comintern 
— recently  announced  by  the  Communist  parties  of  Europe?  No  informed  person 
fanagbai  that  it  any  «mnng  American  r/wiimqnl«h|  whose 

every  move  is  dictated  from  Moscow.  Perhaps  the  dearest  explanation  is  given 
by  Columnist  Dorothy  Thompson. 

The  role  of  American  Communists,  she  says,  must  be  different  from  that  of 
European  Communists.  In  Europe  they  can  boast  of  their  strength,  and  promise 
reward*  for  cooperation  with  Russia.  In  America,  however,  they  must  aid  the 
Soviet  strategy  of  weakening  America  within,  and  this  depends  upon  the  public 
being  unaware  of  their  strength.  “The  American  Communists,”  says  Miss  Thomp¬ 
son,  “can  only  attempt  to  conceal  their  role  of  reducing  the  world’s  premier 
power  to  help  lass  impolrr.ee.  Therefore,  while  other  Communist  parties  boast 
of  their  power,  the  American  Communist  Party  must  appear  as  a  weak,  helpless 
victim  of  'fascism,'  'hysteria,'  and  ‘witch  hunting.' " 

The  "Society  for  the  Prevention  of  World  Wax  III,  Inc.”  furnishes  an  interest- 
tog  example  of  left -of -center  strategy.  While  there  is  no  available  evidence  what¬ 
soever  that  this  strategy  stems  from  Moacow,  yet  nothing  in  the  Society's  propa¬ 
ganda  would  tend  to  make  any  member  of  the  Soviet  Politburo  unhappy.  The 
thesis:  V/orld  War  III,  if  it  cornea,  will  be  with  Germany  (any  Russian  danger  is 
simply  ignored).  Therefore  Germany  must  be  kept  prostrate,  a  la  the  Morgen- 
lhau  Plan.  According  to  its  platform  (Erst  adopted  in  Feb.  1945),  “East  Prussia, 
Silesia,  the  Ruhr,  the  Rhineland  and  the  Saar  shall  be  permanently  separated  from 
Germany.  ...  No  heavy  industry  shall  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Germany  nor  in 
German  ownership.  .  .  .”  Among  its  sponsoi*  are,  the  Rev.  Henry  A.  Atkinson, 
the  Rev.  L  M.  Birkhead,  Louis  Bro infield,  Jo  Davidson,  Allan  Norms,  Quentin 
Reynolds  William  Jay  Sdikffelin,  Robert  Sl  John,  Lisa  Sergio,  the  Rev.  Guy 
Emery  Shipler,  Rex  Stout,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  Walter  Wanger  and  Bartley  Cram. 

Recently  the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals  (the  State's  highest  court)  handed 
down  an  opinion  which  in  effect  declares  that  iw  is  defamatory  to  call  anyone  a 
Communist  or  even  to  say  that  be  has  Communist  leanings.  Truth,  of  course, 
would  be  a  good  defense  if  libel  were  charged.  ...  A  number  of  years  ago  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  speaking  through  Justice  Frankfurter,  said  that  to 
call  •  man  a  Fascist  was  not  defamatory  in  itself,  but  simply  a  part  of  the  ordinary 
give  and  take  of  modern  politics.  .  «  .  Do  our  courts  take  one  position  about  the 
charge  of  Communism  and  another  to¬ 
ward  tho  charge  of  Fascism? 

Since  tho  beginning  of  the  war  in 
1939,  the  USA  has  given,  net,  to  for¬ 
eign  countries,  $58406,741435.  Of 
this  sum,  Soviet  Russia  received  a  mere 
$11,681,393,782.  It  has  paid  hack,  in 
“reverse  1  end-lease,”  a  total  of  $2,- 
219,000.  This  is  $1  returned  for  every 
$5410  sent  . . .  The  nearly  twelve  bil¬ 
lions  can  be  permanently  catered  in  red 
ink.  .  « • 


December  IS,  1947 


IS  ACTION  REPORT 

_ 

.Nation*!  Economic  Council,  Inc.,  7501  Empire  .Stair  Bldg.,  New  York  1,  N.  V  No.  S 


FREEDMAN  SPEECH 
PREVENTED  BY 
PRO-ZIONIST  VETS' 

A  projected  meeting  of  the  Spring 
Valley  (N.  Y.)  Republican  Club  at 
which  Benjamin  H.  Freedman,  noted 
non-Zionist  Jew,  was  to  speak,  bad  10 
be  abandoned  Nov.  12lh  after  a  group 
describing  themselves  as  “Jewish  War 
Veterans”  picketed  the  hall,  (old  per 
•on*  arriving  that  there  would  be  no 
inerting,  invaded  the  meeting  place  and 
threatened  to  use  force 

Mr.  Freedman,  hia  wife  and  Mis* 
^«ua  11.  Birchall,  P:c»uim(  ul  the  club, 
had  finally  to  be  escorted  through  the 
milling  crowd  by  police,  who  then  put 
the  Freedman*  on  a  New  York  bus  to 
assure  thru  physical  safety 

Mis*  Bircball,  widely  known  in  the 
advertising  world,  had  first  considered 
having  political  Zionism  discussed  be¬ 
fore  the  club  after  a  "Town  Meeting 
in  Spring  Valley  on  Nov.  1st  had  beard 
famed  confessed  automobile  thief  “Wil¬ 
liam  Gaibnor”  (real  name  MargolieaJ 
defend  pro-Zionism  along  with  mao) 
tenets  of  the  Communist  Parly  line. 

Arrangements  had  first  been  made  to 
have  Dr.  H.  M.  Griffith*,  of  the  NEC 
staff,  address  the  meeting.  Then  fol¬ 
lowed  terrific  pressure  by  local  Zion 
ista,  who  (falsely)  claimed  that  both 
the  speaker  and  NEC  were  “anti-Semi¬ 
tic"  and  demanded  cancellation.  When 
Dr.  Griffiths  fell  ill,  Mias  Birrhal'  asked 
Mr.  Freedman  to  speak. 

Sample  of  conversation  inside  the 
hall  as  reported  by  responsible  eyewit 
nesses: 

“We  don’t  believe  in  anti-Semitism 
and  you  can’t  talk  here,"  said  a  wearer 
nf  a  Jewish  War  Veterans’  cap. 

“Why  can’t  I  speak?”  asked  Freed¬ 
man.  “Isn’t  this  America?" 

“If  you  want  to  speak,  come  with  us. 
If'e'll  provide  you  with  on  audience! 
You  can’t  speak  here." 

“Are  you  members  of  the  club?  U 


to,  sit  down,  and  you'll  find  I'm  not 
anti-Semith* " 

“You're  not  going  to  talk  beref" 

“I  am  an  American  and  I  am  a  l?w 
I  have  given  *ornr  $500,000  to  Jcwiab 
charities  and  I  oak  you  wbat  you  have 
given  to  the  tarn**  cause.  Yet  you  haw- 
tbr  nerve  to  call  me  anti-Semitic  1 
am  anti-CommumsL  I  recognize  the 
\mrtmin  Legion  and  Veterans  of  For 
eign  Wars.  I  don't  recognize  any  Jew 
■ah  veterans  but  all  American  veterans 
Also  one  flag  ar.d  one  country — Amer 
•ca," 

When  j  reporter  for  the  Nyaeh 
Journal  ynn  reached  lhe  hall,  hr  was 
barred  at  thr  door  "You  can’t  go  up 
there,"  be  v»*»  told.  "I'm  bom  thr 
preae  rad  I'm  going  Up."  thr  reporter 
replied.  The  picket  *tepped  aside. 

Spring  Valley  Police  Chief  C.  L. 
I.unnry,  upon  arrival,  indignant  at  (he 
idea  of  "an  anti-Semitic  meeting,"  in 
qutred  why  Miae  Birchall  didn’t  have 
Mr.  Freedman  speak  in  hex  own  home 
rather  than  in  public*  When  reminded 
•f  the  ^institutional  guarantee  of  free 
speech  his  attitude  changed,  and  upon 
bring  interrupted  by  one  of  thr  “vet 
r rails"  hr  snapped:  “You  tellowa  keep 
uuiet.  I'm  running  this  show  now.” 

After  it  was  apparent  no  meeting 
could  be  held,  Lunney  escorted  the 
Freedmans  and  Mias  Birchall  through 
the  crowd  mid  away. 

Repercuaaion*  in  the  :o  mm  unity 
came  aoon.  Conservative  Jew*  expressed 
dismay  at  the  tactics  of  the  "veterans." 
The  latter  issued  a  statement  to  the 
press  in  which  they  expressed  love  for 
free  speech  and  denied  that  they  bad 
interfered  with  anybody.  “We  sen! 
several  [about  fifty,  according  to  wit¬ 
nesses]  members  to  the  meeting  place 
to  act  as  observers.” 

It  is  understood  that  the  denial  of 
the  civil  right  of  free  speech  has  al¬ 
ready  been  called  to  the  attention  of 
both  a  Federal  gTand  jury  and  the 
House  Committee  on  Un-American  Ac¬ 
tivities. 

W HAT  You  Colt  Do 

Find  out  whether  any  similar  out¬ 
rage  against  free  speech  has  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  you r  neighborhood  by  any 
alien-minded  group. 


BISHOPS  CHIDED 
FOR  PRO-RED 
RESOLUTION 

Mcrwin  K  Hart,  NEC  President,  on 
Nov  13lh,  addressed  an  open  letter  to 
the  Bishops  of  ihr  Protestant  Episcn 
pal  Church  protesting  ■  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Bishops  on  Not.  6th. 
plainly  directed  against  the  House 
Commit  ire  on  Un-Amencan  Activities. 

Noting  that  the  resolution  coutained 
phrases  which  Communists  are  seeking 
10  make  popular,  such  a*  “hysterical 
fear  of  Communism,'  Hart  declared 
“It  will  be  a  matter  of  regret  that  the 
House  of  Bishops  has  fallen  lor  this 
communist  propaganda."  Further,  he 
warned:  “It  Is  strange  indeed,  on  such 
flimsy  pretext  as  that  there  is  'an  in¬ 
quisitorial  investigation  of  men's  per 
sonal  beliefs,'  to  we  ‘bishops  in  the 
CJiurch  of  God'  jas  they  bad  styled 
themselves  in  their  resolution}  inter 
vening  on  the  side  of  men.  whose  ten 
et*  envision  thr  destruction  of  our  Rr 
public  if  not  of  rh«  Church  A 

food  itself.* 

Later  investigation  revealed  that  the 
resolution  was  introduced  according  to 
one  of  the  bishops,  “on  the  last  morn 
ing  when  a  good  many  of  flic  bishops 
had  left  and  others  were  leaving.  It 
seemed  innocuous  and  received  lh- 
unsnimou*  vote  which  always  means 
to  me  that  i!  is  considered  to  be  of  no 
importance.  .  ." 

This  act  which  “seemed  innocuous" 
and  of  “no  importance"  but  which  is 
being  widely  and  cleverly  publicised 
by  the  communist  and  pro-communist 

Kress,  was  introduced  by  Bishop  Wil- 
am  Scarlett,  of  St  Louis,  long  re¬ 
puted  to  be  the  ablest  and  shrewdest 
leftist  in  the  Episcopal  fold. 

Agreeing  with  Hart's  thesis  that  “The 
Bishops  have  been  completely  taken 
in,”  an  un-named  Bishop  quoted  bv 
Frank  Waldrop  in  the  Washington 
Times-HeraU  said  sadly:  “Hereafter,  I 
shall  oak  that  all  such  resolutions  be 
presented  on  the  first  day  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  so  that  we  will  at  least  have  time 
to  think  about  them  before  we  arc 
asked  to  vote." 


NEC  PREDICTIONS 
BECOME  FACT 

When  the  member*  of  the  ITU — In- 
lernationnl  Typographical  Union — on 
Nov.  24lh  *  I  ruck  all  Chicago  newspa¬ 
per*.  lliey  highlighted  prcdictionj  made 
0)  NEC  in  Council  Letter  No.  148, 
August  1,  1946. 

In  that  letter,  NEC  told  how  Com¬ 
munist  typesetter*  in  Czechoslovakia 
i rinsed  to  »et  type  unless  content*  o( 
the  paper  on  which  they  worked  suited 
their  ideology,  and  warned  how  the 
new  .  -ssive  leadership  o(  the  IT! 
was  i*i  l  ug  in  the  same  direction.  The 
end  result,  the  Council  warned  further, 
would  lie  the  death  of  a  free  pres* 

The  predicted  pattern  t*  now  etnerg 
mg.  The  Chicago  strike  involves  not 
merely  wages,  hours  and  conditions  of 
work.  It  is  an  attempt  by  the  ITU  to 
compel  the  papers  concerned  to  adopt 
ITU  ideology  about  labor  legislation  or 
go  out  td  business. 

Since  the  Tnft-Hartlev  Act  bans  the 
“elosed  shop,"  the  ITU  is  attempting  In 
nullifv  the  law  by  refusing  to  negoti 
ate  or  sign  a  contract.  Instead  of  a 
contract  it  wants  publishers  to  accept 
“conditions  of  employment”  (tnclud 
ing  wage*  and  hours)  laid  down  by  the 
Union  alone.  The  "conditions  of  etn 
plnymrnt"  would  include  the  closed 
shop,  give  the  ITU  right  to  refuse  work 
from  n  struck  shop  elsewhere,  forbid 
breach  of  contract  suits  against  the 
ITU,  and  permit  “featherbedding.”  all 
of  which  are  prohibited  by  the  Taft 
Hartlev  laiw.  In  order  trr  comply,  pub¬ 
lisher*  would  have  to  agree  to  flout  the 
law  This  they  have  refuser!  to  do. 

Before  the  strike  began  publishers 
•  •tiered  to  negotiate  in  good  faith  a  con 
tract  under  the  law,  and  to  make  an) 
agreement  retroactive  to  Oct.  21st.  Ibis 
the  ITU  refused  to  accept,  insiating 
ui'on  wage  agreements  which  would 
then  lie  incorporated  in  the  Union's 
"conditions  of  employment”  ukase,  but 
not  embodied  in  a  contract. 

Observed  Merwin  K.  Hart,  NEC 
President:  "The  Chicago  strike  is  a  po¬ 
litical  strike,  just  as  much  so  os  the 
communist  strike  in  Czechoslovakia.  If 
American  newspaper*  arc  to  live  un¬ 
der  a  constant  threat  of  political  strikes, 
their  freedom  will  be  gone.  Unions  as 
well  as  employer*  must  obey  the  law." 


If  you  wish  extra  copies  of  this 
Report  we  shall  be  glad  to  send 
them  on  request.  Two  copies 
free,  10  for  25c,  50  for  $1. 


Struuv6  itt  t&e  Wind  .  .  , 

Although  the  right  of  free  speech  has  not  been  infringed  by  the  House  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Un-American  Activities,  which  was  trying  to  gel  witnesses  to  toy  where  they 
stood,  not  to  nop  them,  the  deep  red  mid  pale  pink  press  has  joined  in  charging 
violation  of  civil  liberties 

'Hie  olScial  communist  Daily  Worker  of  Dec.  2  headlined  “Leaders  in  Arts, 
Sciences,  Hit  Pi*  Purge"  over  a  statement  a>  rosing  the  House  Committee  of  "gov¬ 
ernment  censorship  and  dictauon."  Signed  were  sixty-five  names,  ranging  from 
known  Communist  Party  W'beelliorsc*,  notorious  Fellow-Traveler*,  genuinely  con¬ 
fused  "liberals"  to  pure  Innocents.  Among  the  names  were:  Methodist  Bishop 
C.  Bromley  Omani,  Carey  McWilliams,  t.urson  Kanini,  Ruth  Gordon,  William 
Rose  Bei-et,  Profs.  Thus.  1.  Emerson  and  Fowler  V.  Harper  of  Yale  Law  School, 
Mark  Van  Duicu,  Deems  Taylor,  O.  John  Rogge,  Jo  Davidson,  Olin  Dowites,  Uta 
Hagen,  F'aul  Robeson,  Prof*.  Howard  Mumford  Jones,  htrley  Mather  and  Allan 
M.  Butler  of  Harvard;  Profs  Rubl.  5.  Lynd,  Clyde  R.  Miller  and  Theo.  Roscbury 
of  Columbia  University;  Muriel  Uruper,  Dorothy  Parker,  Libby  Holman,  Howard 
Fast,  Minerva  Pious,  Rockwell  Kent,  Agnes  Smedlcy,  ProL  Emeritus  Herry  P. 
Fairchild  of  New  York  I  n iven.it  1 ,  Dr.  Moses  Diamond  and  Luuis  Adamic.  .  ,  . 
The  statement  did  not  say  what  would  happen  to  the  signers  if  tiiey  issued  a  like 
manifesto  in  Soviet  Russia. 

Robt.  L.  Abel,  an  airlines  radiu  operator  on  Dec.  1  resigned  from  the  CIO 
American  Communication*  Assu.  protesting  that  he  could  no  longer  stomach  its 
"slavish  adherence  to  the  Communist  Party  line."  Revealing  a  situation  extremely 
dangerous  to  the  safe!)  of  the  Lulled  States  in  the  event  of  war,  he  announced  he 
would  use  “every  bit  of  my  energy"  to  persuade  members  of  the  ACA’a  Air  Line 
Gummunicalions  Employees  Association,  which  he  formerly  headed,  to  switch 
over  to  the  uon-Conumimst  AH.  Radio  Ofiicera  Union.  .  .  . 

By  the  narrow  margin  of  215  votes  t,  205,  the  New  York  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety  lute  in  November  defeated  a  resolution  aimed  at  exempting  physicians  on 
government  service  from  "loyalty  tests.  The  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded 
by  two  members  of  the  staff  of  New  k  >tk  tatty's  Bellevue  Hospital,  owned  and 
operated  by  the  inunieipi  lily.  They  were,  Drs.  Henry  B.  Richardson  and  Sidney 
M.  Greenberg.  In  the  heated  debate  Dr  J.  A.  P.  Millet  called  loyalty  tesla  “the 
worst  kind  of  red  bailing."  But  Dt  Win.  B.  Rawls,  vice-president  of  the  society 
declared  that  "a  small  segment  who  sought  to  create  confusion"  were  behind  the 
resolution  and  tecoininended  that  tliev  "should  not  be  asked  to  resign,  but  thould 
be  kicked  out  "... 

According  to  die  Washington  / imra  llrraltl  of  Dec.  2,  "Charles  Cuckman,  retir¬ 
ing  chief  of  the  Administration’s  food  conservation  program  and  1300,000-a- 
year  head  of  a  British-owned  soap  company  in  Boston,  hopped  home  fzom  Wash¬ 
ington  over  Thanksgiving  and  boosted  the  price  ot  his  company's  shortening  ahead 
of  any  Administration  price  control  actions.  .  .” 

During  the  first  quarter  of  1947,  according  to  Congressman  N.  M.  Mason,  in 
tile  lace  of  our  own  critical  freight  car 
shortage,  wc  shipped  to  Europe  53  pet 
cent  of  all  freight  car*  produced  during 
Utut  period.  .  .  . 

Persistent  reports  tleclate  dial  an  im¬ 
pending  grand  jury  expose,  will  toon 
burnt  on  Washington  with  dte  force  of 
an  atomic  bomb.  High  ranking  officials 
of  the  Roosevelt  administration,  it  is 
predicted,  will  be  charged  with  having 
formed  the  nucleus  of  a  Communist 
Party  eapiouage  ring  which  gave  top- 
secret  military  information  to  the  So¬ 
viets  on  a  scale  that  will  make  the  Cana¬ 
dian  espionage  case  seem  comparatively 
insignificant.  .  .  . 


Do  You  Need  a  Speaker? 

NEC  hu  rstabliihrd  a  Speaker*' 
Bureau,  •  tailed  bj  able,  experienced 
men  and  women  who  thoroughly  on* 
derstand  the  economic  and  aoelai 
Usuea  now  confronting  America* 
They  are  available  to  aerriee  cioba, 
veterans*  poaU,  women’*  organisa¬ 
tion*,  church  societies,  high  school 
and  college  group*,  and  similar  gath¬ 
ering*,  Please  address  your  request*, 
at  least  one  month  before  the  date 
of  your  meeting,  tot  NEC  Speakers 
Bureau,  7501  Empire  State  Bldg., 
New  York  1,  N.  T. 


